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104-1542

11 January 1996

W~DC

LOOKING BACK ON 16 TERMS. The end of this session of the l04th Congress will
conclude thirty-two years of work here in Washington. At that time I will be returning horne
to the 15th District. The time here has been both challenging and rewarding, and by any
standards much has been accomplished.
As all of us in South Texas know, ours is a very diverse region, one which has always
covered an extensive area. While redistricting has changed the boundaries of the 15th District
on several occasions, the needs of its residents have consistently remained the same over the
years and that is what I have always sought to address.
Foremost among my initial priorities in 1965 was realizing the goal of a balanced budget.
That is among the first pieces of legislation I introduced. These efforts will continue in 1996.
It is, however, important not to focus solely on the numbers. What is even more important is
to bear in mind the faces and to look at the places where the impact is going to be. If you do
not do that then it is impossible to legislate effectively.
In the 1960's South Texas was primarily considered an agricultural area. To best address
these interests it was important to become a member of the House Agriculture Committee. Over
the years -- first as a subcommittee chairman, then as full Committee Chairman from 1981
through 1994, and currently as Ranking Minority Member -- I have successfully guided through
House passage and into law three omnibus farm bills (1981, 1985, and 1990), a major overhaul
of the agricultural lending system, Federal crop insurance reform, a major reorganization of
USDA, reforms in pesticide laws, and numerous other measures to assist American agriculture,
encourage rural economic development, and improve human nutrition.
One particular achievement of note was getting implemented an initiative to provide crop
insurance for citrus trees. This carne about in the early part of the last decade after the big
freeze. Now the crop insurance not only insures the fruit, but expands coverage to insure the
trees as well. Paying for replacement costs has provided a much needed safety net for
producers. The program remains a very popular one and has until very recently been exclusive
to Texas.
As a staunch advocate of programs to protect and improve the farm and rural economy,
I have fought for Federal legislation to provide adequate price and income protection for
farmers, expand agricultural exports, encourage new uses for agricultural crops, foster rural
economic development, protect natural resources, promote food safety, assure the availability
of safe and effective pesticides, and provide affordable credit for agricultural producers.
Other significant programs which should be mentioned are those which improved human
nutrition, particularly for low-income Americans, as well as Federal agricultural research and
extension activities.
I was here when Medicare and Medicaid became law and supported them. Today these
programs are under attack. It is important to continue to defend them staunchly because they
have proven to be the basic safety net which protect the American people from fmancial ruin in
times of emergency.
The 1960's also saw the enactment of civil rights and voting rights legislation. These
have led to the empowerment of all Americans.
Money has been secured for education (Head Start, direct student loans, manpower
development, basic education money at all levels). I have supported programs which ensure a
better future for America's children and students consistently working to make certain that our
children and grandchildren have the resources for the training and technology they need to
succeed and compete in the next century. That is now more important than ever.
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In this regard money has been secured to improve libraries by acquiring materials, and
establishing the maintenance of networks for resource sharing.

It has been among my priorities to help improve living conditions in South Texas.. i.e.
public and low income housing, home improvements, storm drainage, street improvements,
sanitary sewer improvements, water aQd wastewater plant treatment. Money has been obtained
for all of these. Loans and grant funds awarded local rural water supply corporations have
brought water to countlesS- migrant workers and colonias residents as well as improvements to
existing municipal water facilities.
Involvement with the economic development of the Valley and its long range economic
growth has always been important. As well as agribusiness South Texas is now also an area of
international manufacturing and shipping interests attracted by the North American Free Trade
Agreement. As a state legislator and a Member of Congress, I participated in a number of
U S - Mexico initiatives long before the free-trade negotiations began. Those initiatives include
the building of the Falcon and Amistad Reservoirs on the Rio Grande, along with international
bridges (the Los Indios Bridge, also known as the Free Trade Bridge -- the Pharr/Reynosa
Bridge -- and the McAllen/Hidalgo Bridge) and eradication programs for the screwworm fly and
the Mediterranean fruit fly.
In addition, back in 1973 legislation was introduced authorizing the construction of Choke
Canyon Dam to meet the urgent water requirements of the area. The bill authorized $50 million
for the construction of the dam and reservoir on the Frio River and provided for adjustment, if
necessary, to meet changing construction costs. This was passed in 1974.
One very interesting project, "El Morillo", designed to reduce salinity in the Rio Grande
by means of a drain to be constructed in Mexico, set a precedent with its funding formula of
50% to be paid by Mexico, 25% by the United States, and the other 25% by local water users.
That joint using precedent is still being used on other projects along the border.
Recent successes of note would include: the empowerment zone designation -- one of
nine in the nation; the designation of McAllen as a foreign trade zone; and the $27.6 million
funding secured to improve, upgrade and widen U S 281 to the Mexico border. Also, there has
been continuous economic development monies to help the small business community and to help
minority business owners.
In terms of jobs and economic benefits to South Texas, it is important to mention Naval
Station Ingleside and Naval Air Station Kingsville. This has been a boon to our area. There
is also the state-of-the-art correctional facility at Three Rivers.
Among the accomplishments of which I am most proud is my bill to begin controlling
the pollution of the Rio Grande and which was signed into law. Significant strides have been
made in this area as well as to clean up the Gulf. Hopefully these efforts will continue. I am
also very proud of my work to establish the Rio Grande Valley National Wildlife Corridor. This
is one of our nation's most precious resources.
The years have passed very quickly. Every day has been filled from dawn until dark.
I have had the privilege of knowing every President since Franklin Roosevelt and to serve in
Washington with seven of them. Most of all, however, I have had the honor to serve you.
It has been my privilege and pleasure to serve the people of the 15th District. Although
many helped me here, most of all it is you who have made it all possible. It is sincerely my
hope that these achievements will reflect my efforts to do the best job I could as your
representative.
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